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Sunday- October 29, 2017 
 
 
Sermon Title:  Faithful with a Few 
 
(show baton) 
The Holy Spirit has illuminated John 3:30 and asked me to apply it to my 
ministry as the Lead Pastor of Vienna Assembly of God. 
 
He must increase, and I must decrease. 
 
As it applies to me as a white man in a place of leadership, I am to decrease, 
and give you the congregation, the opportunity to vote on a woman to 
become your new lead pastor. 
 
My role is to walk in obedience, or run in obedience. 
 
My role today, with the help of the baton as a metaphor and by the help of 
the Holy Spirit as the revealer and illuminator of the Word, 
Is to share what the Word says about our most important of aspects of 
following Jesus. 
 
Let us stand, and read an extensive passage of scripture, which gives us a 
glimpse of what it will be like to stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 
 
There should be no surprises, for it is clear in scripture what God has 
required of every human being. 
 
Mt. 25:  
 

19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled 

accounts with them.20The man who had received five bags of gold brought the 

other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have 

gained five more.’ 
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21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 

faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 

share your master’s happiness!’ 

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted 

me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 

faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and 

share your master’s happiness!’ 

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I 

knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and 

gathering where you have not scattered seed.25So I was afraid and went out 

and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest 

where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed?27Well 

then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when 

I returned I would have received it back with interest. 

28 “ ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten 

bags.29For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. 

Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them.30And 

throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Prayer. 
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There is a line in the film The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel: ‘Everything will be alright in the 
end… If it’s not alright then it is not the end.’:  “if it’s not alright then it is not the end” 
(The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel) 

 

 

In the 30 years of serving as your pastor, there have been countless times when it has not 
been all right. 
 
Some of the problems encounter as the pastor of this congregation are private and some 
are public.  Some of those problems were self made and others just come with the 
territory. 
 
The phrase in the Lord ‘s Prayer, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven” carries a person through those moments of life when it isn’t all right. 
 
If it isn’t all right, it means it is not the end, and to receive them means when it is all right, it 
requires a person remains faithful to the end. 
 

How long is a person to be faithful?    The scriptures say, to the very end. 

 

Psalm 119: 
 

 ‘My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end’ (v.112). 

This last Wednesday was the Vienna Halloween Parade. 

I was asked by a new friend I made on Wednesday night, “how long have you been doing 
this”.  He was asking about our outreach on the parking lot. 

I told him 30 years, but afterwards realized that wasn’t accurate. 

The first year I was pastor during the Vienna Halloween parade the deacons, and trustees 
came early and put chains across the entrance so that the few people who came to church 
on a Wednesday night could have access to come and worship.  That night, together with 
those present, we discussed the opportunity that we had to outreach our community, and 
the next year, we put in place an outreach idea that continues to this day. 

We once had a very elaborate outreach that included preparing every night for a week 
and sometimes two weeks.  Men like Roger Dowell and families like Lawrence and Mildred 
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Bennett would come after work every night for a week or more and build an elaborate 
float on a trailer.    

 

There were the builders, and then there were the participants.  We had all types of floats 
that matched the theme of the parade.  The Bennett’s were especially helpful and helped 
build a fully masted ship, to emulate the ship Columbus sailed on.  It was powered by a 
generator and both sides of the ship, had a well done puppet song playing all down the 
Maple Avenue.  The song was a high-energy song, sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.  I 
think it was a Doobie Brothers song, “Jesus is Just ALL right”, being performed by the DC 
Talk.   

Another float was a reenactment of what life was like in 1944.  I think the theme was , “the 
Way we Were”. The float that year was an open-air set up that had a platform of our 
church.  We had a choir, and a pulpit and we would alternate a routine.  The choir would 
sing, Just as I am without one plea, and I would preach the Roman Road of salvation, and 
give an altar call.  This was repeated every 3 minutes and We did this and to this day, 
remain the most difficult thing in ministry I have ever done. 

In addition to the builders and participants, we used to have a team of people that put 
thousands of flyers on cars that are parked around the parade route.  Mark Granquist was 
great at coordinating this giving out of church flyers to the community. 

Our outreaches have had to adapt to the congregation that is present each year of the 
Halloween Parade.  The point is to be faithful every year to reach out to the community, 
and how it is accomplished is up to the present make up of the congregation.  The 
present congregation determines being faithful and how it looks like. 

 

How long is a person to be faithful to outreach a community? To the end, and since it is 
not all right, it must not be the end. 

You will only know it is the end if you are hearing these words. 

‘Well-done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things;  

 

When?, is to the end.  How about where? 

Where should a person demonstrate faithfulness? 
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 “But the person who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him.” 1 
Corinthians 6:17, The Amplified Bible 
 
It still amazes me that God could use a wretch like me.  It is a belly laugh moment, when I 
am with my brothers, specifically my younger brother and I say, yes, “I come from a long 
line of fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.  I am from a long line of preachers”.  
 
Then, we both belly laugh, and he says, in Ray fashion who most likely is holding a can of 
“Budweiser”,  “yeah, right”. 
 
A few weeks after coming to the Lord in 1974, a party at a good friends house was being 
held.  It had been the location of numerous Weekend poker and drink till you get drunk 
nights.  All this was at 17 and under.  Now I was a mature 19 year old, and a recent convert 
to Jesus Christ.  It was a wealthy family, and since we were now old and wise and out of 
high school the family let us use the family bar and my favorite bourbon was Wild Turkey, 
but it was expensive, so only at this house would I get to taste it.  Also present was a girl, I 
had strong attraction to in high school who had gone off to college and now, there she 
was.  Being united with the Spirit of God, being ONE spirit with God meant something.  At 
that party, it was not painfully obvious it was pleasurably obvious, that in Christ, I had 
changed and this was no longer my people.   
 
God’s people were now my people and that day cemented my understanding of being 
faithful wherever I was.  I cannot describe the level of temptation that existed at that party 
for a recent convert to Christianity, surrounded with great, great friends, with lots of 
history, with access to alcohol in a wealthy families house.  It was high-end party 
atmosphere, and all I had to do was be who I had always been.  However, a person, and 
that Peron was me, is to demonstrate faithfulness in every location, and especially a 
location of former friends, and former appetites. 
 
God is everywhere, God is living inside of every believer, and it profoundly impacts you 
and your people.   
 
When I say to some of you, in many ways you are closer to me than my own family and 
friends, it is because of being united with the Spirit means that I am also united with God’s 
people in way that flesh and blood alliances cannot come close to. 
 
A friend, a close friend, one of two best friends, whom I had not seen since 1972 came to 
stay a few nights with us.  Now that we both are believers, we could belly laugh over our 
youthful indulgences and the amazing grace of God that allowed us to live to be able to 
laugh about it.    
 
It was so much fun, we almost had a road trip to see another old friend, but it didn’t 
happen, but we did have about a 45 minute speaker phone call.  We just belly laughed at 
many of our youthful indiscretions, and the amazing grace of God, that saved wretches like 
us. 
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It is in the day-to-day, routines of our lives that we are called to be faithful in and it is 
accomplished when one is fully aware that a person in Christ is united with Christ and is 
One in Spirit with God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
 
The indwelling of the Godhead in a former wretch, making that same person new and full 
of God, is to be remembered.    
 
 
Being faithful EVERY WHERE, will one day be rewarded in the ONE PLACE that really 
matters.  You will know you are in that place if you hear. 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things;  

When are we to be faithful?  To the end. 
Where are we to be faithful?  Everywhere. 
And now, Who are you to be faithful with? 
 
A few years ago, while exercising with very flexible and very beautiful women, 
I was experiencing the phenomenon of just feeling with absolute purity a 
friendship with these ladies. 
 
That particular moment, Brenda was not in the room, and so the feeling 
wasn’t just because my wife was present.  It was a fabulous feeling to treat a 
person, a beautiful person as a friend without the sexual attraction thing. 
 
The passage of scripture that I was experiencing was this. 
 
:  1 Timothy 5:2  
 
Treat older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with 
absolute purity. 

 
Being faithful WITH others in the room is a fabulous experience. 
 
Listen. You will NOT hear a litany of ladies lining up, and saying Pastor Burns 
sexually harassed and abused me.   
 
I have been blessed with the opportunity to work along side and most of the 
time being the only ones in the building.   
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Beautiful, smart, attractive ladies have served as administrative assistants. 
 
Mary Alice Smith, Johncy Johnson, Janet Kibler, Rachel Kraft, and most of you 
know Susan Thomas our most recent Admin. Asst.. 
 
The best most church ethics teachers teach is never being alone with a 
woman. 
 
Hear me church.  If the best you can be in the area of faithfulness Is to be 
alone and NOT WITH let this be a signal to you that there is a level of 
faithfulness you have yet to receive. 
 
This issue really limits the growth of young ladies.  If the best ethics are that a 
lead pastor can not be and should not be alone with a young lady, then that 
sets a very limiting tone and limits the growth of the young leader. 
 
It is a different standard when a lead pastor cannot be alone with a staff 
person who is female.  Mentoring is limited, leadership development is 
limited, discipleship is limited and opportunities of ministry are limited. 
 
In a smaller congregation, we don’t have that luxury, and neither should we 
when, not if we grow to become a larger congregation. 
 
It REALLY saddened me to hear my hero; Bill Cosby was a sexual predator 
and abuser. 
 
It is REALLY, really profoundly affecting me, to hear of the sexual harassment 
and abuse that women have endured in the market place and in the church. 
 
Feel free to contact Mary Alice , Johncy, or Janet or Rachel or Susan, I don’t 
care.  However, I know, they will say, they were treated like 1 Timothy 5 
states, with absolute purity. Also feel free to contact admin. Asst. from 
Oklahoma City, Loretta Wideman, Melissa Pierce and Cindy Rohlmeir. 
 
 
I have great friends whom I hope answers the invitation to come to the 30th 
anniversary celebration.  These are world-class athletes with world-class 
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physiques.  In addition, being WITH them, a sense of community exists 
among us that is profound and can only be experienced when a person 
understands that faithfulness is to be experienced, in community, WITH 
others. 
 
If the best the church can offer is to tell the young ladies to dress 
appropriately so the men won’t lust, I say, that is not the best way forward.   
 
I admit to thinking that was the way forward, and in some mildly 
confrontational situations, that didn’t go well, I now conclude that telling a 
woman to dress appropriately so that it won’t create lust in a man, is 
NOT the way to handle gender equality. 
 
Being faithful while being in solitary confinement is not being faithful.  
We are called to community. It is in community where a person is found 
faithful. 
 
A prayer to God, 29 years ago, when I heard of horrible stories of acts of 
adulterers that occurred in this building by church leaders, includes the 
pastor, deacons, and trustees.  Not just out there, in their own spaces but 
inside the building.  Together with Christ, by the power of the blood of Jesus, 
this building was cleansed by prayer and fasting, and even scrubbed with 
bleach, so that this place will be a place to be faithful WITH others. 
 
 
We may not be many things, but one of many things together we can say, 
that in the 30 years of serving as your pastor, that we as a community of 
God’s people have been faithful WITH others.  As lead pastor I have 
been confrontational, up front, straight up, straightforward with men 
who were crossing some lines.  I have also been confrontational 
towards men, whom ladies said were “creeping them out”.  As a lead 
pastor, one of the roles I have taken very seriously is the role of shepherd 
and if one of the sheep says to me, Pastor, I feel that man is a wolf and is a 
potential predator towards me and my children, I take it immediately serious 
and confront.  Why?  We are called to be faithful WITH others.  And flocks 
of sheep attract wolves in sheep’s clothing, and it took a lot of prayer, fasting, 
and cleansing with bleach to get this location cleansed of predators.  And it is 
my role to keep it protected. 
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We have not had a divorce when both the man and woman are in the church.  
A friend did have a divorce due to his wife’s unfaithfulness, but she was not a 
part of the church.  Another family divorced AFTER leaving his church and 
later I heard all kinds of lack of faithfulness that occurred after they left. 
 
Hear me, being faithful WITH others is the way forward. 
 
Whatever legacy the ongoing congregation chooses to have, may include 
being faithful WITH others.  I assure you, the person, whom you will vote on 
next week, has a strong intuition about people regarding intents of the heart 
and will even be more diligent to protect the flock of God’s people from 
predators. 
 
It was a joy to visit Ethiopia, where a former administrative assistant had gone 
to serve in after serving as my admin.  Feel free to contact Loretta Wideman 
and see if there was even a hint of sexual harassment or abuse by me.   
 
This is important! 
 
No one is perfect, everyone is tempted, but the way out of temptation is not 
to ask the person who is the temptation to dress differently or to only have 
another person present.   
 
It is to follow the authority of scripture that says very clearly, 
 
Treat older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with 
absolute purity. 

 
I also hope that Adam and Andrea Bennet can come to the 30th anniversary 
and you can also ask Andrea if I treated her as a sister with absolute purity. 
 
She and her fiancé Adam, took me under their wing, and opened the world 
of ultra marathon training.  After they were married and expecting their first 
child, Andrea crewed for Adam and I on the final training run of 35 miles that 
started in a state park in Maryland and ended on the C and O canal path 
near the Potomac Park Camp.  Before she was married, she and I would run 
together as her husband was much faster and would run on ahead.  When 
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you hydrate on long runs, the opportunity to use the restroom comes often.  
Andrea would say, when the need came, for me to “don’t look, run on ahead, 
I will catch up to you”.   
 
When the same need hit me, and it hits me often, I also would say, “don’t 
look, run on ahead, I will catch up to you”. 
 
And…a FYI:  Camping with daughters and now with grand daughters that has 
to be some boundaries, and the boundaries are in the heart.    It is a great 
feeling to just say to my granddaughters down by the dock at our lake or out 
in nature. Don’t look; granddad has to use the restroom.   
 
Bering faithful is to just not look.  One can only learn faithfulness in a few 
things such as not looking when you are WITH others. 
 
Using the restroom out in nature requires some boundaries of the heart. 
 
We can’t ask nursing mothers to cover up just because it stirs up lust. Here is 
another option.  Just don’t look.  You wouldn’t want to eat your lunch in a 
public restroom, so why should we force nursing mothers to feed their baby 
in a public restroom.  If a woman is nursing, out in public, be faithful over a 
few things, one of which is to NOT look. 
 
Tell your neighbor, “I think he is serous about this!” 
 
 
One of the great things of NOT having any proverbial skeletons in a closet of 
past indiscretions is a great level of a clear conscience. 
 
I have been accused of indiscretion, it was an aspect of the lawsuit that 
involved depositions, but it also served as a deepening of my resolve to fight 
the good fight of faith, because I knew it was a lie and the lie had to be 
revealed as a lie. 
 
So, in these final days of being lead pastor.  I cannot say, tempting thoughts 
have not come through my mind.   
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I cannot say, that as a very healthy male with adequate levels of testosterone, 
and a fully functional human body, that the thoughts of unfaithfulness didn’t 
flow through my mind and body. 
 
And.. FYI:  I have very little filters in my mind, and it remains a testimony of 
God’s help that I haven’t said more inappropriate jokes from the pulpit or 
out in the community. 
 
Last week, I joked and described my wife as a trophy wife. What I should 
have said, I have a beautiful wife, but I chose a joke and it was an improper 
joke.   
 
Tempting thoughts are just a signal, that some levels of spiritual disciplines 
need to be re engaged in.   
 
Being faithful is WITH others. 
 ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things;  

 
 
Being faithful till the end, with others, it is equally important to faithful WITH 
money. 
 
The passage from Mt. 25 involves being faithful over gifts of money.   
 
One of the things that have become a downfall of a few church leaders is 
being unfaithful WITH money. 
 
The legal term is Personal Inurement.  Another phrase is “comingling 
personal and church funds” 
 
It is more complicated when the salary/benefit package involves living in the 
church parsonage. 
 
It is complicated on determining how much of the church provided cell 
phone is personal and how much is church use. 
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Back when I used a church provided computer, it was a tension to determine 
how much is too much to use for personal use or a church provided 
computer. 
 
There is tension between what is a personal benefit or what is a church 
benefit for improving the property, providing a cell phone and providing an 
equitable salary and benefits package. 
 
After 30 years, I can give glory to God, for his guidance on this matter.  The 
property of the parsonage is in better shape and is of higher value to the 
congregation.  I think, that together with the church boards in the 30 years of 
serving here we have been faithful to manage the tension of what are both 
beneficial to the pastor and to the stewardship of the property for the 
benefit of the congregation. 
 
Brenda and I have always welcomed the congregation into our home, which is 
your home.  One aspect of that is so you can see it.  You can see our lifestyle, 
you can experience our hospitality, and you can see for yourself if there is 
any personal inurement going on. 
 
Our congregation has a long history of great and faithful treasurers.  Tom is 
just one of a long list of diligent treasurers who help manage that tension. 
 
Bran King, Peggy Sanders, Darren West, George Hawkins, Bill Felegie, Virginia 
Allen are the ones who have served in the 30 years of my pastorate. 
 
In 1989 I was accused of using church money without board approval.  I know 
it is hard to imagine what life was like in the church 28 years ago, but it wasn’t 
pleasant for me, the pastor. It would have been much easier, and more 
personally beneficial to just move on. When accused of something that I 
knew was a lie, I was happy, that our insurance company paid for a full and 
complete audit for a two year period of time, that under the reality of a half a 
million dollar lawsuit and all church records being part of the deposition.  I 
was very happy, to have an audit that proved what was being accused was a 
fabricated lie to force the current treasure, Bill Felegie to resign as well as for 
me to resign.  At that time, for both Bill and myself it was an attack on our 
very character.  Even with every check and transaction, being checked by 
auditors and even after being given a clearance from the auditors, I, nor the 
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church treasurer or the congregation was given an apology for the 
accusations.  At no time, have the accusers come forward and apologized, for 
the countless hours and the $18,000 that was spent that were diverted away 
from ministry to address their accusations.  Both the church and the District 
officials diverted lots of time and effort to address the lies of a few people. 
 
After the lawsuit was dismissed, in a church board setting, with an attorney 
present, the acting church board, who was H.Robert Rhoden, the 
superintendent of the district, T. Burton Pierce, the Secretary-Treasurer of 
the District, and Dr. Tom Gulbronson, the presbyter of the section, the 
people who had caused such dissention and disharmony were dis-
fellowshipped from the membership and sent certified letters informing 
them of the decision.   
 
There were three couples that the very wise elders in the Lord discerned 
were out of harmony with God and God’s people.   
 
Being faithful with money, the money you have given for the ministry of the 
church is and remains of the highest priority, and it has always been this way. 
 
I have a clear conscience, but it requires more than just a clear conscience. 
 
We also have bank statements, credit card statements that I gladly explain 
every month, three different types of financial reports, investments 
statements, and each donor is given a statement of their contributions.  Two 
signatures are needed on any check over $100 and many guidelines are in 
place to ensure that faithfulness WITH money is safeguarded. 
 
Monies donated and monies disbursed are in a long process of improvement 
over 30 years.  It will continue, by God’s graces. 
 
Hear me.  Being faithful WITH money is not a new thing for me.  To God be 
the glory, that in 30 years, I can say, with a clear conscience, and backed by 
audit and now a yearly review, with church boards looking at the reports, 
confirmed by actual bank accounts, that the money that has been given has 
gone to further the kingdom of God. 
 



	 14	

Just maintaining an 11,000 square foot church building, a 2400 square foot 
house on a half-acre of land, one can just look around and see where money 
has gone. 
 
And… I have been blessed financially to have been given an adequate salary 
and benefit package that has met thee needs of our family, and I am thankful. 
 
30 years ago, there was a church copier, and the total accumulation of 
finances in 1987 after being in existence since 1944 was $500 in the checking 
account. 
 
The sound system was stolen the week after being voted in. 
The middle level would flood at every rain. 
The paint was peeling inside and out. 
The carpet was a nasty yellow/orange. 
The entire lower level was full of church junk. 
There were only four trees on the property, a wild cherry, full of poison Ivey. 
The black walnut and blooming tulip tree beside the parsonage. An aging 
Maple had to be removed a few years ago on the Ayrhill side. 
 
There were only a few shrubs outside the side towards Ayrhill.   
The parking lot was deteriorated. 
There were bats in the attic, mice in the ductwork, crickets in the basement, 
spiders in the multiple storerooms and ,and,and. 
 
Being faithful over the limited financial resources the congregation, has been 
a matter of high prayerful priority. 
 
The building still needs work, the property still needs to be maintained, new 
sound equipment and computers are needed, upgrades to the building and 
salary/benefits for the pastor will continue. 
 
It will require continued faithfulness by this community of God’s people. 
 
Being faithful over a few small things will eventually add up to a lifetime of 
faithfulness. 
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In a world, addicted to fame, fortune, beauty, power, popularity, the 
challenge to be faithful over a FEW things will remain. Some would prefer to 
be faithful over MANY things. There is an excessive desire for MORE and 
MORE, but the Lord calls us to just a FEW things. 
 
I have made some enemies in 30 years, and this message is not intended to 
glorify me, for I have sinned, and I have annoyed people some of which 
remain in this community.  I have not handled very well, power struggles in 
the church and in the community. 
 
I do admit to annoying people.  I do admit to not bridling my unfiltered 
thoughts and words and telling people things, they didn’t want to hear and 
later regret.  I have made inappropriate jokes about topics that weren’t 
pastoral.  I have lost my temper temporarily. I have allowed my emotions to 
get the best of me, and have experienced bouts of depression and anger.  
My Irish heritage includes a bad temper and an attraction to being high. 
 
I also like to listen to Classic Rock, when Brenda isn’t around the parsonage, 
at high volumes. 
 
In addition, I will and do admit my shortcomings have been numerous.  I have 
argued with wife over trivial things, and have said things out of hurt and 
anger that I regret. 
 
In addition, I admit and give honor and glory to God, for his manifestation of 
faithfulness that he has graciously bestowed upon me to manifest a small 
amount of faithfulness over a few things in spite of, or maybe because of my 
failings. 
 
And, that is how we will end.  God has asked me to be faithful over a few 
things, and those few things I have shared. 
 
If you will pray about it, I hope you conclude that God is asking you to be 
faithful, over a few things. 
 
Faithful with money. 
Faithful with relationships of both genders. 
Faithful in every place, not just the place of worship. 
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Faithful with the few opportunities of ministry that are right in front of us. 
Faithful to God, especially when we fail ourselves and fall short of His glory. 
 
Next week, you will not be voting for a lead pastor because the current 
pastor is disgruntled or burnt out, or even tired of this ministry.  I had already 
pre-determined, that with God’s help I would remain as your pastor for 
seven more years.  I am not recommending this transition out of anger, 
depression, anxiety, worry, or any sense of a lack of opportunity.   
 
Very simply, I felt the Lord say to me, from John 3:30 
 
John 3: 
 
30He must become greater; I must become less.” 

 
 
God is calling me to become less. 
 
It is my joy to be faithful over this calling.   
 
Being faithful over a few things now includes being faithful to become less. 
 
 
Can we, as a community of God’s people commit to at least one huge thing. 
 
Matthew 25 records what each follower of Jesus will experience. 
 
A personal appearance before the Lord in what every person will give an 
account of his or her faithfulness for a few things. 
 
You can choose today, and continue making those choices. 
 
Here is the question. 
 
Will you be faithful over those few things? 
 
Altar Call and Prayer. 


